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Episode 20: i & KER
Urashima Taro
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Seeds of Japanese. Hello, this is Yumi.
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This podcast was made for learners of Japanese. Please repeat and listen over and over.
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Do you know a story called "Urashima Taro"? It is a Japanese folk tale. One day, Urashima Taro rescued
a sea turtle.
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Then, the turtle said, "I want to thank you for saving me." He takes the turtle to a castle called "Ryugujo"
in the sea.
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There, he and the princess spend several happy days. Then he comes back to his village, but he doesn't
know anyone there.
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The village has changed completely. The story goes that the few days he spent at Ryugu Castle were
decades on land.
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After living in the U.S. for so many years, when | return to Japan, | sometimes feel as if | am Urashima
Taro.
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The trends, fashions, and language in Japan have completely changed, and | don't recognize popular
actors and idols anymore.
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In particular, it's hard to keep up with young people's language, the language of people in their 20s and
30s, because new words keep coming out.
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| run a website that teaches Japanese on the internet, so | look up words that young people use, and
recently | found the word "naru haya".
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Do you know what that means? Naruhaya. It is sald that it is an abbreviation of "As soon as possible".
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When | looked it up further, | found that it is not used much anymore. "It's only used by old men." No, |
can't keep up with it.
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By the way, Japanese people abbreviate words. You could say that we are good at abbreviating.

LAZ D 5:’;: LRLZ éﬁﬂ:j
2020 E@z@ﬁ iﬁ’ G ,% X =% TLT,

LAz o

FrD =
Fﬁﬂﬂm%ﬁ% Tzo@%%ﬁﬁf<ﬁ
U,

The new word of the year 2020 was "San-Mitsu" which means "avoid three Mitsu as a countermeasure
against the new coronavirus."
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The three mitsu are closed spaces, crowded spaces, and close-contact situations. The Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare called for a Three mitsu. It's easy to remember, isn't it?
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Other than that, there is Nintendo's "ATSUMORI". The real title is "Minna Atsumare! Doubutsu no mori",
right?
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| also found a word called "Tapiru". Drinking a tapioca drink is called tapiru.
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Another word | found was "aza", which is short for "arigato gozaimasu".
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| think that's abbreviating a little too much, but
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I'm planning to go back to Japan as soon as the new corona is gone, so I'd like to keep up with Japanese
trends so that | don't become Urashima Taro at that time.
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If you want a transcript of this podcast, please become a Makoto Plus member. Go to www .The
Japanesepage.com/makoto. See you soon. This was Seeds of Japanese.



